
S. Sedgwick (Sedgwick@uic.edu)
University Hall 1405

Fall 2010


CRN:  31657

Office Hours:  Thurs, 3:15 – 4:45 and by appointment

Phil 505:  Seminar in Modern Philosophy

Self-Consciousness in Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason
We will explore Kant’s argument for the necessity of a non-empirical form of self-consciousness as a condition of human experience.  Our focus will be the Transcendental Analytic of the Critique of Pure Reason, but we will begin the course with a brief review Hume’s concept empiricism and skepticism about the identity of the self.  We will also devote two meetings at the end of the course to Hegel’s alternative to Kant’s conception of self-consciousness.  
Assignments
1.
Short writing assignments (no more than a page), on topics I assign.  I will ask you to comment on or sometimes just summarize bits of the assigned reading.  I will assign ten of these during the term; you are expected to do eight.  


Every week these are due to me (electronically) by midnight on Wednesday. 

2.
One fifteen-minute oral presentation.  (You will be responsible for presenting and 
commenting on some of the reading assigned for the week.)

3.
One-page outline of final paper project, due on 11/18.
4.
Final paper (~ 15 pp).  Due the last day of finals week.  

5.
Seminar participation.  (Participation on 11/18 is optional.)  

Your final paper will count for 50% of your final grade.  Your oral presentation will count for 20%; the weekly assignments also 20%.  Seminar participation will count for the remaining 10%.  

Required Texts

Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, eds. Guyer and Wood (Cambridge University Press)

Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, ed. Selby-Bigge (Oxford University Press)
On Reserve in Daley Library

Allison, H.

Kant’s Transcendental Idealism
Beck, L.W.

Essays on Kant and Hume
Bird, G.

The Revolutionary Kant
Bird, G.

Kant’s Theory of Knowledge
Fogelin, R.

Hume’s Skepticism
Garrett, D.

Cognition and Commitment in Hume’s Philosophy
Walsh, W.

Kant’s Criticism of Metaphysics
Schedule
8/26 

Treatise, Bk I, Pt. I, i – vi.

9/2

Treatise, Bk I, Pt. III, ii – vi.

9/9

Treatise, Of Personal Identity, Bk I, Pt. IV, vi; Appendix pp. 633-636. 

9/16

-Kant’s letter to Marcus Herz, February 21, 1772.  (I will provide this.) 



-CPR, Intro to the Idea of a Transcendental Logic, A 50/B 74 - B 76/A 52. 



-CPR, B-edition Preface (all).  



-Recommended:  “Kant’s Strategy,” by L.W. Beck (in Hagan library). 

9/23

Building blocks of Kant’s system.



-CPR, Introduction <B>:  B 1 – B 24.



-Transcendental Aesthetic: A 19/B 33 (beginning p. 172) – A 30/B 45.



-General Remarks, A 41/B 59 – B 71 (beginning p. 185).

9/24

Special guest, Prof. Rolf-Peter Horstmann, Humboldt-Universität Berlin



“The Limited Significance of Self-Consciousness” (I will provide this).

9/30

A priori concepts and their deduction. 



Analytic of Concepts:  A 50/B 74 – B 86/A 62; A 66/B 91 – A 83/B 109



-The “A” Transcendental Deduction:  A 84 – A 110 



Recommended:  Henry Allison, “Transcendental Affinity – Kant’s Answer to Hume” (in Hagan Library).

10/7

The Second Analogy



-Introduction to the Analogies, A 176/B 218 – A 181/B 224. 



-The Second Analogy, A 189/B 232 – A 210/B 256. 

10/14

The “B” Transcendental Deduction



-§§ 15 – 17 (B 129 – B 139).



 - Henry Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, Chapter 7: The Transcendental Deduction (I will 

provide this).  Begin reading.  

10/21

The “B” Deduction 



-§§ 18 – 23 (B 139 – B 149).

10/28

The “B” Deduction



-§§ 24 – 26 (B 150 – B 169). 

11/4

The Paralogisms of Pure Reason



-A 341/B 399 –A 351; A 361- A 366. 

11/11

Hegel, Philosophy of Mind (Part III of his Encyclopaedia), §§ 424 – 439. 




(I will provide this material.) 

11/18

John McDowell, “The Apperceptive I and the Empirical Self,” in 



Hegel: New Directions, ed. Katerina Deligiorgi.  (I will provide this essay.)
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