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PHIL 314 – Studies in German Philosophy

Gadamer's Truth and Method

TTH 12:30-1:50pm

Kresge 2-415

Office hours TH 2:00-4:00pm

SYLLABUS

In this course we will examine Gadamer's Truth and Method, one of the most influential works in German philosophy of the 20th Century. 50 years after its original publication, this work is still unmatched in its relevance for contemporary debates on interpretation, on the appropriate methodology in the humanities, etc. The seminar is first of all directed at a thorough analysis of the core tenets of hermeneutic philosophy that Gadamer articulates in his opus magnum. But given that some of its central insights -- on language, understanding and truth -- draw heavily on Heidegger's philosophy, we will also examine the internal relationship between Gadamer's theory of hermeneutic experience and Heidegger's own views on meaning, truth and interpretation. Finally, the seminar will focus on contemporary accounts of interpretation that engage with Gadamer's dialogical conception of interpretation, like those of Habermas, McDowell and Brandom.

. Readings

- Book (available at Norris):

Gadamer, H.-G., Truth and Method, New York, Continuum 1994.

- Course packet available at Quartet Copies (818 Clark St.):

Heidegger, M., Being and Time, New York: Harper & Row, 1962, §§31-35.

McDowell, J., Mind and World, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1994, 108-26.

McDowell, J., “Gadamer and Davidson on Understanding and Relativism”, in J. Malpas, U. Arnswald and J. Kertscher, eds., Gadamer's Century, Cambridge, MA :MIT Press, 2002, 173-94. 

Gadamer, H.-G., "The Universality of the Hermeneutical Problem", in Contemporary Hermeneutics, J.Bleicher (ed.), London: Routledge and Paul, 1980, 128-140;

Habermas, J., "The Hermeneutic Claim to Universality", in Contemporary Hermeneutics, J.Bleicher (ed.), London: Routledge and Paul, 1980, 181-211;

Brandom, R., Tales of the Mighty Dead, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2002, ch. 3, 90-118.

Dworkin, R., “Originalism and Fidelity”, in Justice in Robes, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006, 117-39.

. Course work

Each member of the seminar will give a presentation and lead the discussion of the readings of at least one meeting. A final paper (15-20 pp.) will be due Monday, March 12 at 5:00pm.

