Phil 410 Special Topics in Philosophy: Kant’s Political Philosophy

Fall Quarter 2010

Professor Kyla Ebels-Duggan

kebelsduggan@northwestern.edu
Office Hours: Wed 9-11

Office: Kresge 3-240

Texts: to order:

Kant, Immanuel, The Metaphysics of Morals OR (even better) Practical Philosophy, both edited by Mary Gregor in Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy series.
Ripstein, Arthur.  Force and Freedom.  Harvard 2009.


Recommended:


Timmons, Mark, ed.  Kant’s Metaphysics of Morals: Interpretive Essays. Oxford 2002.
Readings:
September 21:  Introduction and the Innate Right to Freedom


Kant, 6:229-6:243

Ripstein, Chapters 1-2.


Recommended

Introduction to the Metaphysics of Morals  6:211-6:228.  (NB Ak. pages are out of order)

Stuart M. Brown, Jr, “Has Kant a Philosophy of Law?” 

Pippin, “Dividing and Deriving in Kant’s Rechtslehre.” 

Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty.” 
September 28: The Innate Right to Freedom, continued and Acquired Rights
Kant, Doctrine of Right: 6:245-6:260 and 6:276-6:284 and 6:356-6:362.

Ripstein, Chapter 3


Recommended 


Hart, “Positivism and the Separation of Law and Morals.”

October 5: Property


Kant, Doctrine of Right: 6:260-6:270, 6:286-296, 6:363-6:366

Ripstein, Chapter 4


Recommended

Westphal, “A Kantian Justification for Possession, ” in Timmons, ed.

October 12: Contracts

Kant, 6:271-6:286, 6:297-305

Ripstein, Chapter 5


Recommended

Sharon Byrd, “Kant’s Theory of Contract,” in Timmons, ed.

October 19: Defects of the State of Nature

Kant 6:306-318, review 6:256-6:270

Ripstein, Chapter 6 


Recommended

Ebels-Duggan, “Moral Community: Escaping the Ethical State of Nature” Part I. 

Flikschuh, “Reason, Right and Revolution: Kant and Locke.” (Section III is most relevant 

to this week’s topic.)

Pippin, “Mine and Thine? The Kantian State.”

Guyer “Kant’s Deduction of the Principles of Right,” in Timmons, ed. 

Ebbinghaus, “The Law of Humanity and the Limits of State Power.” 

Varden, “Kant’s Non-voluntarist Conception of Political Obligations: Why Justice is 

Impossible in the State of Nature.”

October 26: The Solution of Public Authority and Kant on International Relations


Guest Faculty: Japa Pallikkathayil


Kant 6:338-353 

Kant, “Toward Perpetual Peace,” Sections I and II.
Ripstein, Chapter 7


Recommended

Kant, “Toward Perpetual Peace,” Appendixes.

Kant. “On the Common Saying: That May be Correct in Theory, but it is of no use in practice,” Section III.

O’Neill “Kant and the Social Contract Tradition.”

Pogge, “Kant’s Theory of Justice.”

Hodgson, “A Kantian Argument for a World State.”

November 2: Police Powers


Kant 6:318-325

Ripstein, Chapter 8
November 9: Redistribution and Equality of Opportunity


Kant 6:325-330; 6:367-372, review 6:338-355

Ripstein, Chapter 9.


Recommended
Kersting “Kant’s Concept of a State.” 

Pogge, “Is Kant’s Rechtslehre a Comprehensive Liberalism?” in Timmons, ed.

O’Neill, “The Great Maxims of Justice and Charity.”
November 16: Punishment
Kant 6:231, 6:331-338; 6:362-363

Ripstein, Chapter 10


Recommended

Byrd, “Kant’s Theory of Punishment,” section V.

Hill, “Kant’s Theory of Punishment.”

Olack, Punishment as Negative Reciprocity, Chapter 4.
Morris, “Persons and Punishment.”

Fleischacher, “Kant’s Theory of Punishment”
November 19: Drafts Due—Please email to fellow class members as well as to me.

November 23: Discussion of Drafts
November 30: Revolution
Kant 6:370-372, Review 6:316-323

Kant. “On the Common Saying: That May be Correct in Theory, but it is of no use in practice,” Section II.

Ripstein, Chapter 11


Recommended

Korsgaard, “Taking the Law into Our Own Hands: Kant on the Right to Revolution”

Flikschuh, “Sidestepping Morality: Korsgaard on Kant’s No-right to Revolution.”

Holtman, “Revolution, Contradiction and Kantian Citizenship” in Timmons, ed.

December 6:  Final Paper Due

Written Assignments:

1. Weekly 2 page papers:  These short papers will be due by 6am on Tuesday each week, and must deal with the readings for that day.  They must be no longer than 600 words (really (please include a word count)).  Please email your paper to me.  Other than the fact that the papers must engage the relevant readings, the topic is up to you: you might summarize all or part of the material, give an interpretation of a passage or reconstruct an argument that you find unclear, criticize one of the arguments, or defend the author against a possible criticism.  These papers will not be graded, but you must turn in all of them in order to pass the course.  Auditors are also asked to turn in these papers.

2. Seminar paper:  About 4500 words, and absolutely no longer than 5500.  A draft, which may be somewhat shorter, will be due on November 19.  We will discuss these drafts in class the following Tuesday.  The final paper will be due on December 6.  Third-year students taking the class P/N are exempt from this requirement.

