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Philosophy 505:
Kant’s Moral Philosophy

Books:  Kant, Critique of Pure Reason


Kant, Practical Philosophy

essays in Philosophy Library file (F)

1.   (Aug. 24)  Introduction
Reading:
excerpt from Leibniz, Monadology
CPR A808-12; Third Antinomy

2.  (Aug. 31)  Before the Groundwork
Reading: 
 Critique of Pure Reason (CPR) A 444-451, 532-558, 798-820)

“Idea for a Universal History” (F)

excerpts from Notes and Fragments, 414-26, 436-9 (F)

Henry Allison, Kant’s Theory of Freedom, chapter 3 (F)

3. (Sept. 7)  Groundwork I – Moral Motivation
Reading: 
Groundwork Preface and Part I


Barbara Herman, “On the Value of Acting from the Motive of Duty” (F)


Christine Korsgaard, “From Duty and for the Sake of the Noble” (F)

4. (Sept. 14) Groundwork II – The Content of the Categorical Imperative
Reading:
Groundwork II, Ak 406-431


Onora O’Neill, “Consistency in Action” (F)


Henry Allison, Kant’s Theory of Freedom, pp. 91-4 (F)

John Rawls, two lectures on Kant (II and III) (F)


Herman, “The Practice of Moral Judgment” (F)


Herman, “Moral Deliberation and the Derivation of Duties” (F)

5. (Sept. 21) Groundwork II – The Vision of the Categorical Imperative

Reading:  
Groundwork II, Ak 420-445


Rawls, three more lectures on Kant (IV, V, and VI) (F)


Korsgaard, “Kant’s Formula of Humanity” (F)

6. (Sept. 28) Groundwork III – First Attempt at Establishing Freedom of the Will

Reading:
Groundwork III


Paul Guyer, Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, chapter 6 (F)


Allison, Kant’s Theory of Freedom, pp. 35-41, chapter 12 (F)


O’Neill, “Reason and Autonomy in Grundlegung III” (F)

7.  (Oct. 5)  Critique of Practical Reason – Second Attempt at Establishing Freedom of the Will

Reading:  
Critique of Practical Reason, Preface and Book I, Chapter 1 (through Ak 57)


Allison, Kant’s Theory of Freedom, chapter 13 (F)

8.  (Oct. 12) Critique of Practical Reason – Applications and Motivations

Reading:
Critique of Practical Reason, rest of Book I (Ak 57-106)

9.  (Oct. 19) Critique of Practical Reason – Moral Religion

Reading:
Critique of Practical Reason, Dialectic, Methodology, Conclusion (Ak 107-163)

10.  (Oct. 27 (!)) Moral Religion II

Reading:
Religion Within the Boundaries of Mere Reason, Prefaces, Part I, excerpt from Part III (Ak 3-53, 93-100) (F)

11. (Nov. 2) Politics I

Reading:
“On the Common Saying:  That may be true in Theory but is of no use in Practice” 



“On a Supposed Right to Lie from Philanthropy” 

12. (Nov. 9) Politics II

Reading:
Metaphysics of Morals, Doctrine of Right (Ak 205-355)

13.  (Nov. 16)  Virtue 

Reading:
Metaphysics of Morals, Doctrine of Virtue (Ak 373-491) 

14. (Nov. 23) Conclusion

Requirements:   


1) At least one in-class presentation of a piece of secondary literature in sessions 2-7, written up afterwards as a 2-3 page paper


2) at least one critical response to a presentation in sessions 2-7, written up afterwards as a 1-2 page paper


3) At least 6  questions on the readings, submitted to me by Monday before class, or questions on class discussion, submitted by the Wednesday after class


4) Class participation


5) A 10-12 page final paper on a topic of your choosing.  

Useful secondary literature:
Marcia Baron, Kantian Ethics (Almost) Without Apology

Stephen Engstrom and Jennifer Whiting (eds.), Aristotle, Kant and the Stoics 

Paul Guyer, Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals
Paul Guyer, Kant and the Experience of Freedom

Paul Guyer, Kant on Freedom, Law and Happiness

Christine Korsgaard, Creating the Kingdom of Ends

Onora O’Neill (Nell), Acting on Principle

Andrews Reath, Agency and Autonomy in Kant’s Moral Theory

Sally Sedgwick, Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals:  An Introduction

Allen Wood, Kant’s Moral Religion

Allen Wood, Kant’s Ethical Thought

