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Abstract
The paper uses Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit as a resource for identifying the experiences in which the tension between religion and the secular world develops and shows itself as implicit in the dynamics of social existence.   The discussion focuses on the account of the Enlightenment, the morality culture, and revealed religion.  In order to use Hegel’s examination of these social forms as a resource for understanding ourselves and our world, the discussion relates what is exposed in Hegel’s account to elements in our contemporary situation.  The discussion ends with some suggestions about a post-Hegelian approach to the issues identified in Hegel’s texts.  The paper develops the following themes: nature as the irrational element in social existence; faith vs. reason; reason with the spirit of religion as its ground; the sacred and the secular, religion and morality negated and preserved; the challenge of religious pluralism and the Holocaust.
