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EDUCATION:

2003
Columbia University, New York, NY


Ph.D. in Social Psychology


Dissertation:  “Preferred Strategies for Judgment: A New Perspective on 


Motivated Inference”

1997
Emory University, Atlanta, GA


B.A./B.A. with High Honors in Psychology/Biology


Honors Thesis:  “The Effects of Testosterone Implants in the Medial Pre-


Optic Area on Sexual Behavior in Male Rats”

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS:

2003-present
Assistant Professor of Psychology, Northwestern University

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS, AND AWARDS:

2003
Richard Christie Dissertation Award, Columbia University

2002 - 2003
Individual National Research Service Award, Predoctoral, NIMH

1998
NSF Predoctoral Fellowship (honorable mention), Columbia University

1996
Phi Beta Kappa National Honor Society 


Psi Chi Psychology Honor Society

1995
Academic All-American, Cross Country


Intramural Research Summer Fellowship, NICHD

1994
Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society

1993 - 1997
Chris A Yannapolous Scholarship (full tuition), Emory University

RESEARCH GRANTS:

2009-2013
National Science Foundation. Fostering Positive Interracial Interactions (Co-



  PI, with PI Jennifer A. Richeson), $448,582.

2009
Northwestern Dispute Resolution Research Center. Trust and Reciprocity in 



  Same- and Cross-Race Interactions (Co-PI, with PI Meghan Bean and Co-



  PI Jennfer Richeson), $1200.

Northwestern Dispute Resolution Research Center. Procedural and 


  Relationship Conflict from Differences in Motivational Orientation: A 


  Regulatory Focus Perspective on Group Dynamics (Co-PI, with PI Abigail 



  Hazlett), $1200.
2008
Northwestern Dispute Resolution Research Center. Motivating the 



  development and re-establishment of trust (PI, with Co-PI Gale M. Lucas), 



  $2533.

American National Election Studies. Character judgments and voting 



  behavior (Contributor). Awarded space in the 2008 Time Series Study.

2007
Northwestern Dispute Resolution Research Center. Motivations for trust 



  and reciprocity (PI, with Co-PIs Gale M. Lucas & J. Keith Murnighan), 



  $5400.

2006
American National Election Studies. Character judgments and voting 



  behavior (Contributor). Awarded space in the 2006 Pilot Study.

2005
Northwestern Dispute Resolution Research Center. De-escalating 


  commitment through self-affirmation (Co-PI, with PI Niro Sivanathan 



  and Co-PI Adam Galinsky), $3600.

2002-2003
National Institute of Mental Health Individual Research Service Award 



  (F31MH65772-01). Regulatory ‘fit’ and behavior interpretation (PI, 



  with Ph.D. Supervisor E. Tory Higgins), $25,512,

PUBLICATIONS:

*denotes co-first-author; S denotes student coauthor

Journal Articles:


SKnowles, M., SLucas, G. M., Molden, D. C., Gardner, W. L., & SDean, K. K.



  (accepted). There’s no substitute for belonging: Self-affirmation 


  following social and non-social threats, Personality and Social Psychology 



  Bulletin.

*SKoenig, A., *Cesario, J., *Molden, D. C., SKosloff, S., & Higgins, E. T. 



  (in press). Incidental experiences of regulatory fit and the processing



   of persuasive appeals. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.

SMiele, D. B., Molden, D. C., & Gardner, W. L. (in press). Motivated 



  comprehension regulation: Vigilant versus eager metacognitive control. 



  Memory & Cognition.

Molden, D. C. (2009). Finding meaning in others’ intentions: The process of 



  judging intentional behaviors and intentionality itself. Psychological 



  Inquiry, 20, 37-43

Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. M., Finkel, E. J., Kumashiro, M., & Rusbult, C. E. 



  (2009). Perceived support for promotion-focused and prevention-



  focused goals: Associations with well-being in unmarried and married 


  couples. Psychological Science, 20, 787-793.

Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. M., Gardner, W. L., SDean, K., & SKnowles, M. 



  (2009). Motivations for prevention or promotion following social 



  exclusion. Being rejected versus being ignored. Journal of Personality and 



  Social Psychology, 96, 415-431.


Molden, D. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2008)  How preferences for eager versus 



  vigilant judgment strategies affect self-serving outcomes, Journal of 



  Experimental Social Psychology, 44, 1219-1228. 


SSivanathan, N., Molden, D. C., Galinsky, A.D., & Ku, G. (2008). 



  The promise and peril of self-affirmation in de-escalation of commitment. 



  Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes, 107, 1-14.


Molden, D. C., & Dweck, C. S. (2006). Finding “meaning” in 



  psychology: A lay theories approach to self-regulation, social perception, 



  and social development. American Psychologist, 61, 192-203.


Molden, D. C., Plaks, J. E., & Dweck, C. S. (2006).  “Meaningful” 



  social inferences: Lay theories and inferential processes. Journal of 



  Experimental Social Psychology, 42, 738-752.


Molden, D. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2004) Categorization under uncertainty: 



  Resolving vagueness and ambiguity with eager versus vigilant strategies. 



  Social Cognition, 22, 248-277.


Higgins, E. T., Idson, L. C., Freitas, A. L., Spiegel, S., & Molden, D. C.  



  (2003).  Transfer of value from fit.  Journal of Personality and Social 



  Psychology, 84, 1140-1153.


Liberman, N., Molden, D. C., Idson, L. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2001).  



  Promotion and prevention focus on alternative hypotheses:  Implications 



  for attributional functions.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 



  80, 5-18.

Book Chapters:


Finkel, E. J., Molden, D. C., SJohnson, S. E., & SEastwick, P. E. (2009). 



  Regulatory focus and romantic alternatives. In J. P. Forgas, R. F. 



  Baumeister, and D. M. Tice (Eds.), Self-regulation: Cognitive, affective, 



  and motivational processes. New York: Psychology Press.


Dweck, C. S., & Molden, D. C. (2008). Self-Theories: The Construction 



  of Free Will. In J. Baer, J. C. Kaufman, & R. F. Baumeister (Eds.) 



  Psychology and free will (pp. 44-64). NewYork: Oxford University Press.


Molden, D. C. & SMiele, D. B. (2008). The origins and influences of 



  promotion-focused and prevention-focused achievement motivations. In 



  M. Maehr, S. Karabenick, & T. Urdan (Eds.), Advances in Motivation 



  and Achievement: Social psychological perspectives (Vol. 15, pp. 81-118). 



  Bingley, Wales: Emerald.


Molden, D. C., Lee, A. Y., & Higgins, E. T. (2008). Motivations for 



  promotion and prevention. In J. Shah & W. Gardner (Eds.) Handbook of 



  motivation science (pp. 169-187). New York: Guilford Press


Dweck, C. S., & Molden, D. C. (2005). Self-Theories: Their impact on 



  competence motivation and acquisition. In A. Elliot & C. S. Dweck (Eds.) 



  Handbook of competence and motivation (pp. 122-140). New York: 



  Guilford Press. 


Molden, D. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2005). Motivated Thinking. In K. 



  Holyoak, & B. Morrison (Eds.) Handbook of thinking and reasoning 



  (pp. 295-320).  New York: Cambridge University Press.


Higgins, E. T., & Molden, D. C. (2003). How strategies for making  



  judgments and decisions affect cognition:  Motivated cognition revisited.  



  In G. V. Bodenhausen, & A. J. Lambert (Eds.) Foundations of social 



  cognition (pp. 211-236).  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.


Molden, D. C., & Dweck, C. S.  (2000).  Meaning and motivation.  In C. 



  Sansone & J. M. Harackiewicz (Eds.) Intrinsic and extrinsic motivation: 



  The search for optimal motivation and performance (pp. 131-153).  San 



  Diego: Academic Press.
Articles Submitted or Under Revision:


Molden, D. C., & Finkel, E. J. (under revision). Motivations for 



  promotion and prevention and the role of trust and commitment in 



  interpersonal forgiveness. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology.

SLake, V. K. B., SLucas, G., Molden, D. C., Finkel, E., Coolsen, M., 



  Kumashiro, M., Rusbult, C., & Higgins, E. T. (under revision). When 



  opposites fit: Increased relationship strength from partner complementarity 



  in regulatory focus.


*Molden, D. C., *Finkel, E. J., SJohnson, S. E., & SEastwick, P. (under 



  revision). In the eye of the motivated beholder: Promotion- and 



  prevention-focused  evaluations of romantic alternatives.

Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. L., STopper, S., & Murnighan, K. (under revision). 



  Motivations for promotion or prevention during social exchange: Effects on 



  cooperation and reciprocity.


*STodd, A. R., *Molden, D. C, Haam, J., & Vonk, R. (under revision)  The 



  simultaneous and automatic activation of multiple social inferences.


SMiele, D. B., & Molden, D. C. (submitted). Naive theories of intelligence 



  and the role of processing fluency in perceived comprehension.

Articles in Preparation:


Molden, D. C. (in preparation). Lay theories of personality and the link 



  between stereotyping and prejudice.


Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. L., & Richeson, J. A. (in preparation). Accessible 



  social categories in anticipated interracial interactions: The role of threat, 



  salience, and self-regulation.
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS:

Invited Addresses:

2009
Indiana University
Social Psychology Brown Bag

2008
Stanford University
Social Psychology Brown Bag

2007
Michigan State University
Social Psychology Brown Bag

2006
Stanford University
Social Psychology Lab Meeting


University of Chicago, GSB
Colloquium

2005
Columbia University
Social Psychology Lab Meeting

2004
University of Chicago
Social Psychology Brown Bag


University of Illinois, Chicago
Social Psychology Brown Bag..


University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana
Social Psychology Brown Bag..

2003
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Social Psychology Brown Bag.

2002
Northwestern University
Colloquium

Invited Conference Talks:


Molden, D. C. (2009). Social Categorization in anticipated interracial 



  interactions: Threat, salience, and regulatory focus. Address, annual 



  meeting of the Duck Conference on Social Cognition, Duck, NC.

Molden, D. C. (2009) Motivations for promotion or prevention during social 



  exchange: Effects on cooperation, reciprocity, and altruism. Address, 



  annual meeting of the Social Psychologists of Chicago, Chicago, IL.


Molden, D. C. (2008). Social categorization in anticipated interracial 



  interactions; Threat, salience, and regulatory focus. Address, New 



  Directions in Motivational Science Conference, New York, NY.


Molden, D. C. (2008). Motivations for promotion and prevention in initiating, 



  maintaining, and restoring relationships. Address, annual meeting of the 



  Social Psychology Winter Conference, Park City, UT.


Molden, D. C. (2006). The simultaneous and automatic activation of multiple 


  social inferences. Address, annual meeting of the Person Memory Interest 



  Group, Worton, MD.


Molden, D. C. (2005). Preferred strategies for judgment: An alternate 



  perspective on motivated thinking. Address, annual meeting of the 



  Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.


Molden, D. C. (2004). Preferred strategies for judgment: An alternate 



  perspective on motivated thinking. Address, annual meeting of the Duck 



  Conference on Social Cognition, Duck, NC.


Molden, D. C. (2004). Preferred strategies for judgment: An alternate 



  perspective on motivated thinking. Address, annual meeting of the Social 



  Psychologists of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

Conference Symposia Chaired:


Molden, D. C. (2009). The motivational dynamics of social exclusion: When 



  and why exclusion produces hostility, withdrawal, and ingratiation. 



  Speakers: C. Nathan DeWall, Geraldine Downey, Daniel C. Molden, & 



  Linda Smart Richman. Symposium, annual meeting of the Society for 



  Experimental Social Psychology, Portland, ME.


Molden, D. C. (2009). Motivating prosocial behavior: New perspectives on 



  cooperation, reciprocity, and helping. Speakers: Brian P. Meier, Daniel C. 



  Molden, Mario Mikulincer, & Mark Snyder. Symposium, annual meeting of 



  the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.

Conference Symposia Addresses:

S denotes student coauthor.


Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. L. (2009). Losing versus failing to gain social 



  connection: Prevention-focused and promotion-focused responses to social 



  exclusion Symposium address, annual meeting of the Society for 



  Experimental Social Psychology, Portland, ME.


Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. L., STopper, S., & Murnighan, K. (2009). 



  Motivations for promotion or prevention during social exchange: Effects on 



  cooperation, reciprocity, and altruism. Symposium address, annual 



  meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.

Finkel, E. J., Molden, D. C., SJohnson, S. E., & SEastwick, P. W. (2008). In the 



  eye of the motivated beholder: Promotion- and prevention-focused 



  evaluation of romantic alternatives. Symposium address, annual meeting of 



  the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.


SLucas, G. M., Molden, D. C., & Murnighan, J. K. (2008). Motivating 


  reciprocity: Regulatory focus and returns in the investment game. 



  Symposium address, annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological 



  Association, Chicago, IL.

Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. M., Finkel, E. J., Kumashiro, M., & Rusbult, C. E. 



  (2008). Perceived support for personal aspirations versus responsibilities 



  in married and unmarried couples: Effects on individual and couple well-



  being. Symposium address, annual meeting of the Society for Personality 



  and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.


STodd, A. R., Molden, D. C., Ham, J., & Vonk, R. (2008). The automatic 



  and simultaneous activation of multiple social inferences. Symposium 



  address, annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, 



  Chicago, IL.


SKoenig, A. M., Molden, D. C., Cesario, J., SKosloff, D., & Higgins, E. T. 



  (2007). Regulatory fit and elaboration likelihood in persuasive 



  communications. Symposium address, annual meeting of the Midwestern 



  Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.


SLucas, G. M., Molden, D. C., Gardner, W. L., SDean, K., & SKnowles, M. L. 



  (2007). Being rejected versus being ignored: Distinct social threats? 



  Symposium address, annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological 



  Association, Chicago, IL.


Molden, D.C., SLucas, G. M., Gardner, W. L., SDean, K. (2007) Distinct self-



  regulation following distinct social threats: Responding to rejection versus 



  exclusion. Symposium address, annual meeting of the Society for 



  Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN


†SSivanathan, N., Molden, D. C., Galinsky, A., & Ku, G. (2007). 



  Promise and peril of de-escalating commitment through self-affirmation. 



  Symposium address, annual meeting of the Academy of Management, 



  Philadelphia, PA


†published in the Best Paper Proceedings (top 10% of submissions).


Finkel, E. J., & Molden, D. C. (2006). Regulatory focus theory and 



  forgiveness. Symposium address, annual meeting of the Society for 



  Personality and Social Psychology, Palm Springs, CA.

SSivanathan, N., Molden, D. C., Galinsky, A. D., & Ku, G. (2005) De-



  Escalating commitment through self-affirmation. Symposium address, 



  annual meeting of the International Association of Conflict Management, 



  Seville, Spain.


Molden, D. C. (2005). Self-regulation and social inference: Promotion and 



  prevention judgment strategies. Symposium address, Society for 



  Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA.


Molden, D. C. (2005). Promotion and prevention judgment strategies: An 



  alternate perspective on motivated cognition. Symposium address, annual 



  meeting of the Society of Experimental Social Psychology, San Diego, CA.


Molden, D. C., Plaks, J. E., & Dweck, C. S. (2003). A meaning systems 



  approach to social inference. Symposium address, annual meeting of the 



  Society for Personality and Social  Psychology, Los Angeles, CA.


Molden, D. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2001). Categorization under uncertainty.  



  "Hot Topic" address, annual meeting of the American Psychological 



  Society, Toronto, Ontario.

Conference Poster Presentations:

S denotes student coauthor.


SHazlett, A., Molden, D. C., & Sackett, A. M. (2009). Hoping for the best or 



  preparing for the worst? Regulatory focus and preferences for optimism and 



  pessimism. Poster, annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 



  Psychology, Tampa, FL.

SLisjak, M., Lee, A. Y., & Molden, D. C. (2009). I can pursue gains or avoid 


  losses, but how much does it cost me? The chronic x prime effect on self-



  regulatory resources. Poster, annual meeting of the Society for Personality 



  and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.

SLucas, G. M., & Molden, D. C. (2009). Motivating political preferences: 



  Effects of concerns with promotion and prevention on public policy 



  attitudes. Poster, annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 



  Psychology, Tampa, FL.


SLucas, G. M., Molden, D. C., & Richeson, J. A. (2008). Regulatory 


  focus and category activation. Poster, annual meeting of the Society for 



  Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.


SMiele, D. B., Gardner, W.L., & Molden, D.C. (2008). Alone and 



  unsafe? Reliving a social rejection leads to the bolstering of physical 



  safety needs.  Poster, annual meeting of the Society for Personality and 



  Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.


SMiele, D. B. & Molden, D. C. (2008). Interpreting processing fluency 


  during comprehension: The role of implicit theories. Poster, annual meeting 



  of the Association for Psychological Science, Chicago, IL.


Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. M., & Murnighan, J. K. (2008). Motivating 



  reciprocity following interpersonal trust. Poster, Society for the Study of 



  Motivation preconference at the annual meeting of the Association for 



  Psychological Science, Chicago, IL.


Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. M., & Murnighan, J. K. (2008). Motivating 



  reciprocity following interpersonal trust. Poster, Judgment and Decision 



  Making preconference at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality 



  and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.


SKoenig, A. M., Molden, D. C., Cesario, J., SKosloff, D., & Higgins, E. T. 



  (2007). Regulatory fit as an elaboration likelihood moderator in 



  persuasive communications. Poster, annual meeting of the Association for 



  Psychological Science, Washington, DC.



SKnowles, M. L., Gardner, W. L., Molden, D. C., SLucas, G. M., & SDean, K. 



  (2007). Coping with threats to the self: Belonging needs take precedence 



  over those of esteem. Poster, annual meeting of the Society for Personality 



  and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN.


SLucas, G. M., Molden, D. C., Finkel, E. J., Kumashiro, M., & Rusbult, C. E. 



  (2007). Perceived support for growth and security in dating versus 



  marital relationships: Implications for relationship strength. Poster, annual 



  meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, 



  TN

SMiele, D. B., & Molden, D. C. (2007). Motivated responses to 



  incomprehension: How regulatory focus influences learning. Poster, annual 



  meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, 



  TN


SMiele, D. B., Molden, D. C., & Gardner, W. L.  (2007). Motivated 



  responses to incomprehension: How regulatory focus influences 



  learning.  Poster, research conference of the Institute for Education 



  Sciences, Washington, DC.

STodd, A. R., & Molden, D. C., (2007). Unintentional impression formation: 



  Spontaneous activation of multiple social inferences. Poster, annual meeting 



  of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN


Molden, D. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2004). Categorization under uncertainty: 



  Resolving vagueness and ambiguity with eager versus vigilant strategies. 



  Poster, Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Austin, TX.


Molden, D. C., Plaks, J. E., & Dweck, C. S. (2001). Predicting persons in 



  situations: The inferential calculus of lay perceivers. Poster, annual meeting 



  of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.


Molden, D. C., & Higgins, E. T. (2000). Strategic consideration of 



  alternatives:  The effect of regulatory focus on person perception. Poster, 



  annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 



  Nashville, TN.


Molden, D. C., Plaks, J. E., & Dweck, C. S. (1999). Implicit theories of 



  personality affect processing during dispositional attribution. Poster, annual 



  meeting  of the American Psychological Society, Denver, CO.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE:
National Organizations:

2008
Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference Program Committee, 



  Member
Editorial Activity:

2003- present
Ad hoc Reviewer:



Cognitive Science Society; Annual Conference



National Science Foundation; Law & Social Science Program



National Science Foundation; Decision, Risk, & Management Science Program



Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues; Annual Conference



Cognition

Cognition and Emotion



Discourse Processes



Emotion



Group Processes and Intergroup Relationships



Health Psychology



Journal of Experimental Social Psychology



Journal of Personality



Journal of Personality and Social Psychology



Journal of Research in Personality



Merril-Palmer Quarterly


Motivation and Emotion



Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes



Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin



Personality and Social Psychology Review



Psychological Science



Social Cognition
Professional Memberships:


Association for Psychological Science (APS)


International Social Cognition Network (ISCON)


Midwestern Psychological Association (MPA)


Society of Experimental Social Psychology (SESP)


Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP)

Northwestern University Service:
2008-present
Residential College of Cultural and Community Studies, Faculty Fellow
2004-present
Institutional Review Board – Social/Behavioral Panel, Member
2005
Psychology Department Strategic Growth Committee, Member
2004-2005 Psychology Department Colloquium Committee, Chair
2004
Social Psychology Search Committee, Member
TEACHING AND MENTORING:

Courses Taught:

2009
Research Methods (Undergraduate seminar)

2005, 2007
Experimental Social Psychology (Undergraduate research seminar)

2005-2009
Social Psychology (Undergraduate lecture course)

2006, 2009
Social Cognition (Graduate seminar)

2005-2007
Social Inference and Person Perception (Graduate seminar)

2004-2007
Motivated Thinking (Graduate seminar)

2003, 2005
Personality Psychology (Undergraduate lecture course)

Undergraduate Research Grants Supervised:

2005-2006
Liepa Gust, Northwestern Undergraduate Research Grant, Summer 
2005-2006
Jodi Anderson, Northwestern Undergraduate Research Grant, Academic Year 

2005
Tyler Hagan, NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates Program

Undergraduate Honors Theses Supervised:

2008-2009
Luke Olson, Primary Advisor

2008-2009
Gouri Vemuri, Second Reader
2007-2008
Samantha Topper, Primary Advisor
2006-2007
Tim Paans, Second Reader
2005-2006
Jodi Anderson, Primary Advisor 

2005-2006
Laura Thompson, Primary Advisor
2005-2006
Lauren Scissors, Second Reader
2004-2005
Mesmin Destin, Second Reader
Doctoral Students Supervised:
2008 – present
Chin Ming Hui (Ph.D. expected 2013), Primary Advisor
2006 – present
Abigail Hazlett (Ph.D. expected 2011), Primary Advisor
2005 – present
Gale M. Lucas (Ph.D. expected 2010), Co-Advisor


 NSF Graduate Fellowship Recipient
2008-2010
Erica B. Slotter, Dissertation Committee Member
2008-2009
Andrew R. Todd, Dissertation Committee Member

2005-2009
David B. Miele ( Ph.D., 2009), Dissertation Advisor



 Spencer Foundation Dissertation Fellowship Recipient

2007
Echo Wen Wan, Dissertation Committee Member
2006
Abigail Mitchell, Dissertation Committee Member
2006
Kristy Dean, Dissertation Committee Member

2

